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Botanical Name: Cyperus papyrus 'Giant Egyptian'
Common Name: Egyptian Papyrus
Plant Family: Cyperaceae
Mature Size: 8 to 10ft.
Growth Habit: Stalk
Bloom Color: Greenish-brown
Bloom Form: Cluster
Bloom Time: July to September
Water Needs: Heavy
Light Needs: Full Sun to Partial Shade
Recommended Zones: 7, 8, 9, 10
Key Features: Giant stalk growth
Suggested Uses: Water bog garden, Water Plant
Growers Notes : This plant is not cold hardy; overwinter indoors in zones
lower than 9

Cyperus papyrus or Giant Egyptian Papyrus is a water loving plant native to Africa. The
woody stalks of papyrus plants were often cut and processed into a writing material called
papyrus during ancient times. Ancient Egyptians could walk down to river shores that stayed
moist due to heavy water fluctuation during rainy seasons to collect the plants. The long, hollow
stems of Egyptian Papyrus are incredibly buoyant and were also used to craft boats by the
Egyptian peoples.
Today, these showy, exotic papyrus are ideal for water bogs, pools and more. As they thrive in
low standing water, simply plant Giant Egyptian Papyrus along the margins of ponds or streams
to watch them flourish. The stalks of this plant also add a tropical, luxurious feel to pools if
placed in a container along the margins. In frost free areas, Egyptian Papyrus can be expected
to reach 15 feet in height. In late summer, it will develop spiky clustered blooms that are
swampy greenish-brown in color.
The Egyptian Papyrus you receive has been growing in a large 8 inch pot and is ready to plant
directly into the soil with careful attention. Be sure to place your new plant in a sufficiently moist
area and follow these helpful tips for success:
•
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•
•
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•

Plant in well draining soil.
Locate in full sun
Provide supplemental irrigation until well established.
Prune lightly after flowering to encourage branching and shape.
Feed a good quality bloom boosting fertilize with the initial planting and yearly thereafter.
Protect from frost and freeze until very well established.
Protect mature tree from high winds.

For quick answers to your growing or planting questions, just email us at service@emeral
dgoddessgardens.com
If you don't know your USDA Planting Zone, you can check the map on our website site at
emeraldgoddessgardens.com

